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‘Shoka’ and ‘Rakugo’ in Alice:

Goro Niwa and Yaso Saijo
Shinichi KINOSITA

Abstract

Kodomo no Yume (1911), a translation of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
by Goro Niwa (1878-1958), and Kgami-Koku Meguri (1920-1921), a translation of
Through the Looking-Glass by Yaso Saijo (1892-1970), are reviewed in this article.
The two translators understood that some nonsense verses in the Alice books were
parodies of well-known poems in Victorian Britain. They applied different
techniques to translate parody verses of Carroll. Goro Niwa used ‘shoka’ (school
songs in Japan). He made parodies of school songs himself and used them instead
of Carroll’s nonsense verses. Since all Japanese children could go to elementary
school and they used unified (government-designated) textbooks in those days,
every child knew ‘shoka’ songs. On the other hand, Yaso Saijo applied a structure of
‘rakugo’ (Japanese traditional comical storytelling) to adapt Humpty Dumpty’s
lecture on Jabberwocky, and in the place of Humpty’s lecture he put a humorous
interpretation, or rather misinterpretation, of the poem he made. The structure of his
interpretation closely resembles a ‘rakugo’ story, Chihaya-buru. In his childhood,
Saijo was often taken to the house of Danshuro Enshi (1869-1935, a famous
‘rakugo’ teller) and also he visited various ‘yose’, or ‘rakugo’-houses. He was very
familiar with ‘rakugo’. However, Saijo did not use ‘shoka’ like Niwa. The reason is
considered that he was also a poet for children’s songs and that he denied the
artistry of ‘shoka’ as a poet. The ways the two translators used reflect the culture of

their ages in Japan.



